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Lorin Powell

Don and Dorothy Reese
Norman Rentschler
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David Robeback
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Mitsuru Saito

Doug Sakaguchi
Brent Schvaneeldt
Elaine Schofield
Grant Schultz

Derek Scott

Luke Seegmiller

Clay Simmons

Erik Simmons

Gary Smith

Kevin Smith
LeGrande Smith
Trudy Smith

Stanley Smith

Greg Snow

Darrell Sonntag

Sari Stagg

Andrew Stewart

Lisa Stonehocker
David Stroud

Mack & LaRae Swain
M.F. Swain

LeAnn Swanson
Denise Taylor

Albert Thompson
Wendy Thompson
Shiree Thurston
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Don Tolman

Chris Tschirki
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Kay Van Buren

John Van Hoff

Donell Walker

Lynn Walker

David & Joan Washburn
Reid Wayman

Dianna Webb
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PusLic COMMENTS

The Public Comment Period ran for January 9, 2005 through February 8, 2005. Comments were
received via the Mountainland website, email, and telephone.

Mountainland held an Open House for the Long Range Transportation Plan and Conformity
Determination on January 13, 2005, in the Mountainland Office Conference Room.

The following comments were received starting with the Open House.

LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, January 13, 2005 - 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Mountainland Association of Governments

Conference Room, 586 East 800 North, Orem, Utah

Attendees:

Cassi & Neal Allred
Daken Allred

Ken Anson

Matt & Kathy Bekker
Steve Black

Steve Call

Wanda Chapin

Ed & Di Creer
Lonnie Crowell
Representative Brad Daw
Mayor Bernell Evans
Keith Fielding
Bradley Grob

Kathy Gunwell

J.H. Hadfield

Mary Lou Hoffman
Brent Holdaway
Monta Rae Jeppson
Carl Johnson

Merrell Jolley

Evan Jones

Liz Knight

Wendelin Knobloch
James Lovell

Nik & Rosalie McOmber
Lester Moody

James O'Neal

Patrick O’Sullivan

Lorin Powell

Nathan Riley

Jed Robinson

Dave Robinson

Delynn Rodeback

Mayor & Mrs. LaDue Scovill
Matt Shipp

Stanley B. Smith

Caleb Warnobe

Reid & Norma Williamson

Three written comments were received at the Open House. Several requests were made to mail various
copies of maps and sections of the Long Range Plan to the participants.
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COMMENT ONE (OPEN HOUSE)

COMMENTS
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Thank you for visiting with me

_ Ay~ He Vypsim” g 5, dpoai, a miphtemy — Aeg lewe  during the transportation open
Utali Lake aud dsseearcd tellons adve —iF Js jn loot curess  house, and for your written
Chan almwd,! ) i comments. We feel strongly that

improving the bicycling
environment is critical to health,
economics, freedom of

//_\\/\‘ movement and choice of

Name: A e
Rddress:  f4'9 1 G20 f  Orean L7 Buts

E-mail Address:

transportation options. Creating
better connections to BYU and to
all of the major employers is a
part of our long range plan, and your input is appreciated. Please consider making similar comments to
your local elected officials as well.

Ls J
Al Lbekhor @ Sy oAl

As for the "Vision" map, please understand that it was just that, a vision of what the needs are for future
considerations, and is a result of input from local residents and local officials. Any future project that
impacts Utah Lake and other sensitive areas will be under intense scrutiny from all sides from day one,
assuming that a feasible project is first proposed.

Thank you again, your comment will be included and documented in our final plan. If you have any
further questions, please give me a call.

Sincerely,

Jim Price, AICP

COMMENT TwoO (OPEN HOUSE)
COMMENTS

"AVAE B T \ gl

Name: [ —471 ) ¢ | : //\\/\

Address: 7 [,
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COMMENT THREE (OPEN HOUSE)

COMMENTS
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MOUNTAINLAND
Graphs and maps were mailed January 14",

COMMENT FOUR (WEB SITE)
Comments: Current plan appears comprehensive, involving the appropriate organizations.

On the whole, non-vehicular elements of the plan appear to have a very limited emphasis.

| would recommend and favor a much more aggressive mass-transit major interconnect between Salt
Lake and Utah counties. A rail system should be implemented at the earliest date before growth rates
exacerbate the task and right of way decisions complicated. This should be done even if current
vehicular plans need to be compromised to the minimum absolutely necessary.

Financial resources will be under increasing pressure over time. Tourism will likely increase as will
population increases within Utah county.

| urge an improved central element of the draft plan to include a much more aggressive mass-transit
element.

Thanks for considering my input.

Regards,

Reed Ogden

MOUNTAINLAND'S REPLY

Reed,

| wanted to thank you for your recent comments regarding our Long Range Transportation

Plan, expressing your desire for an aggressive approach to increase transit service, especially rail

service, connecting Utah and Salt Lake Counties. We are working with UTA to program these projects
as quick as is possible.

Mountainland Metropolitan Planning Organization Section Six - Page 7
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We have two significant obstacles still to overcome in pursuing commuter rail. First, additional transit
finding would need to be identified to build and operate this service. In the plan we assumed a sales tax
increase would be passed by Utah County citizens in a referendum vote in 2006 to fund this service.
Second, we need Salt Lake County to build their portion of commuter rail from Salt Lake City going
south for Utah County to connect with, and we are discussing this with our counterparts in Salt Lake
County to ensure that this will happen.

On the positive side, we also have two efforts that have already begun to shorten the time frame until we
can build commuter rail. First, a few years ago UTA purchased a corridor from Union Pacific extending
from Brigham City to Payson, and therefore, UTA has an existing right-of-way, intact and preserved on
which we will run commuter rail. Second, a federally required environmental study for commuter rail is
currently underway in conjunction with a I-15 study. These two factors will shave years off the process to
build commuter rail.

Thanks again, your comment will be included and documented in our final plan. If you have any further
guestions, please give me a call.

Sincerely,

Chad D. Eccles, AICP

COMMENT FIVE (WEB SITE)

Comments: | would like to see a greater emphasis given to public transportation: expansion and
improvement. Also, | would like to see cycling and walking facilitated and encouraged. We must think
about solving the congestion problems instead of simply facilitating them.

Thank you
Ann

MOUNTAINLAND’S REPLY
Ann,

| wanted to thank you for your comments advocating for a greater emphasis for transit and
bike/pedestrian improvements in our regional transportation network. Your comment is well considered in
this process and will be documented in our public comment portion of the final approved plan.

Sincerely,

Chad Eccles, AICP

COMMENT SIX (WEB SITE)

Comments: Hello,

| am a member of the eco-response club at BYU. | am not extremely knowledgeable about all of the
issues involved in the drafting of a transportation plan, but | am writing to let you know that | am worried
about the impact of new roads on the environment. | know there are some issues right now dealing with
putting roads through wetlands. We here in Utah have a terrible public transportation system. | have
been to several European and Scandinavian countries and they had some great public transportation
systems. Some big cities here in the U.S. have some good systems too. To support growth, which I am
sure that Utah County will see, we definitely need a better public transportation system and need to
encourage more people to get out and walk and ride bikes. This is also a great idea for public health.
Too many people just live in their cars and drive even if they are just traveling a few blocks. Thanks for
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your service to the state. In your planning, please take into consider that there are people here in Utah
County who support better public transportation, and a more healthy environment.

Thank you.

Alex Bigney

MOUNTAINLAND'S REPLY
Alex,

| wanted to thank you for your recent comments regarding wetland impacts and the need for better public
transit in our Long Range Plan.

Your comments are important and are considered in the long range planning process. The comment you
provided us with will be included and documented in our final approved plan.

If you have any need of further information please don't hesitate to call me. Also, love the e-mail user
name.

Sincerely,

Chad Eccles, AICP

COMMENT SEVEN (WEB SITE)

| am firmly opposed to any widening of the street 300 South in Provo. It makes no sense to say we are
trying to re-vitalize the historic downtown neighborhood, when there are plans to make large highways
run right through the area. Please reconsider this plan.

Thank you

Mrs. Sorensen

MOUNTAINLAND'S REPLY

Mrs. Sorensen:

Thank you for commenting on our Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Your input is important for
improving the planning process. | would like to respond to your question.

Provo 300 South was a project slated for widening in a previous LRTP, but is not in this current plan.
Modeled data does not show the need to widen this road through 2030. The city of Provo's Master
Transportation Plan shows it being widened to a 6 lane facility, though no time frame is associated with
it. Also the city's plan lists it as a state road project that would be widened by UDOT. Since itis a
regional highway, in order for UDOT to widen it, it would have to be listed in our LRTP. We will work with
Provo to align their next update of their transportation plan with ours.

If you have any other questions on this, please contact me, at seliot@mountainland.org or 801/229-3841.
Again, thank you for your comment.
Shawn Eliot, AICP
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COMMENT EIGHT (WEB SITE)

My family and | live a half block away from 300 S. We strongly protest the idea of expanding it's lanes.
There is not enough traffic to warrant such a change. | have observed that most traffic to the southern
bench area uses the Ironton bridge. The city has passed zoning regulations to keep our neighborhood as
a historic residential area, yet increasing the lanes on 300 s. will only turn the area into a highly traveled
commercial zone. Why all the effort to keep families in the area if you only want to turn it into a
dangerous place to raise children! Sincerely,

Jeff and Susannah Grover

MOUNTAINLAND’'S REPLY

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Grover:

Thank you for commenting on our Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Your input is important for
improving the planning process. | would like to respond to your question.

Provo 300 South was a project slated for widening in a previous LRTP, but is not in this current plan.
Modeled data does not show the need to widen this road through 2030. The city of Provo's Master
Transportation Plan shows it being widened to a 6 lane facility, though no time frame is associated with
it. Also the city's plan lists it as a state road project that would be widened by UDOT. Sinceitis a
regional highway, in order for UDOT to widen it, it would have to be listed in our LRTP. We will work with
Provo to align their next update of their transportation plan with ours.

If you have any other questions on this, please contact me, at seliot@mountainland.org or 801/229-3841.
Again, thank you for your comment.

Shawn Eliot, AICP

COMMENT NINE (WEB SITE)

| think that having a seven lane highway - or any highway bigger than it already is, is crazy. 300 South
doesn't go in a straight line nor does it go anywhere faster than another route. It doesn't stem directly
from the freeway and it is in an established residential neighborhood. If one is on 300 South, where
would one go? From the freeway to state street? What is the reason for the enlargement? The traffic is
never very great on 300 South.

MOUNTAINLAND’'S REPLY
Thank you for commenting on our Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Your input is important for
improving the planning process. | would like to respond to your question.

Provo 300 South was a project slated for widening in a previous LRTP, but is not in this current plan.
Modeled data does not show the need to widen this road through 2030. The city of Provo's Master
Transportation Plan shows it being widened to a 6 lane facility, though no time frame is associated with
it. Also the city's plan lists it as a state road project that would be widened by UDOT. Since itis a
regional highway, in order for UDOT to widen it, it would have to be listed in our LRTP. We will work with
Provo to align their next update of their transportation plan with ours.

If you have any other questions on this, please contact me, at seliot@mountainland.org or 801/229-3841.
Again, thank you for your comment.

Shawn Eliot, AICP
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COMMENT TEN (WEB SITE)

Comments: Please consider my input on the future of 300 S in Provo. | have heard that you would like to
eventually extend it into a 6-lane highway. If this is so, please know that within the next year, students on
the south side of 300 S will have to cross the road to get to their elementary school up on Center St. (the
old Farrer School). | don\'t think expanding the road is the answer. Please keep 300 S. the way it is.

Thank you.

MOUNTAINLAND’'S REPLY
Thank you for commenting on our Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Your input is important for
improving the planning process. | would like to respond to your question.

Provo 300 South was a project slated for widening in a previous LRTP, but is not in this current plan.
Modeled data does not show the need to widen this road through 2030. The city of Provo's Master
Transportation Plan shows it being widened to a 6 lane facility, though no time frame is associated with
it. Also the city's plan lists it as a state road project that would be widened by UDOT. Since itis a
regional highway, in order for UDOT to widen it, it would have to be listed in our LRTP. We will work with
Provo to align their next update of their transportation plan with ours.

If you have any other questions on this, please contact me, at seliot@mountainland.org or 801/229-3841.
Again, thank you for your comment.

Shawn Eliot, AICP

COMMENT ELEVEN (WEB SITE)

Comments: | live in Provo near the intersection of Columbia Lane and Grandview Lane. I, like many
residents of the area enjoy using the Provo River trail for recreational activities and often reflect on the
importance of the river as a fishery and water supply. | understand that many anglers come to Provo
River from other areas and from out of state. | am concerned about the many negative impacts on the
river from various projects (HWY 16 & 21; RD-21, 23, 29, 30, 38). | am particularly concerned about the
Columbia Lane project (RD-21) which you listed as potential damaging to aquatic habitat and the riparian
corridor and as impacting the floodplain and waterbody. Columbia Lane certainly needs modernization
but | hope these will be limited to areas to the north-west of the bridge rather than expansion of the
bridge. The areas around the bridge are already developed and the roads don’t seem overly crowded (I
noticed that the project was not listed on the Land Use Impacts Table which | understand as indicating
that there will not be increased traffic demand due to real estate development).

| would like to see the trail and parks around the river expanded and the river to be less channeled rather
than increasingly impinged.

| also strongly support preservation of farmlands west of 1-15. We should try to maintain agriculture so
that the local economy is diverse and therefore more resilient. Food supply should be a particular concern
so that the area’s residents are not as vulnerable should food supply from further away be curtailed for
some reason.

Regarding \"Mode Split\": why not have two car pool lands in each direction rather than one on the
expanded I-15. Based on the 2030 projection, Car Pool plus transit will make up 38% of use and one
carpool lane will be as crowded as the others. To provide an incentive for carpooling, a second lane will
become necessary. Implementing a second lane immediately upon expansion could lead more people to
carpool.
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MOUNTAINLAND’'S REPLY

Thank you for your multiple comments regarding the Mountainland’s Draft 2005 Long Range
Transportation Plan for the Mountainland MPO. Your comments will become part of the public input
section and included as part of the adopted plan.

If you have any further questions or comments please feel free to contact me at any time at 801 229-3837.
Sincerely,

Shawn Seager, AICP
Senior Planner

COMMENT TWELVE (WEB SITE)
Chad,

| noticed that there was a comment period open right now for the Long Range Transportation Plan, so |
thought that I'd chime in. Before | do so, however, | need to put out a disclaimer to the effect that “the
opinions about to be expressed do not necessarily reflect the views of Korve Engineering or anyone else
who works here”. What I'm about to say is from me entirely even though it's coming from my work email
address.

OK, here goes...

| appreciate the chance to comment on our future transportation priorities. | have scanned to LRTP
document and have a few general comments about it.

Although commuter rail and the BRT system are mentioned in this document, the overall feel is that
transit is treated as a nice accoutrement, while roads are give a much higher priority. | do not believe that
our continued focus on a predominantly road- and car-based transportation system is the best use of my
taxpayer dollars. | can’t remember the exact figure, but the Texas Transportation Institute a few years
ago published a report saying that the average American expenditure for transportation was about $7,500
per household, or about 22% of gross income. Much of this money is spent because we have built
ourselves a transportation system that requires families to own two or three cars in order to normally
function in society. Last year | spent about one-third of that amount despite the fact that | have an 80-
mile daily commute. | did this by making a concerted effort to use transit, bicycle, and walk rather than
drive. Even with the limited transit system that UTA provides, | was able to save thousands of dollars just
in a single year. Obviously, | am not the typical person (unfortunately) and it takes considerable effort to
do this with our current transportation system. | believe that with significant investments in transit instead
of roads this lifestyle would become easier to do and hundreds of thousands of other Utah County
residents could share in that savings. For the region as a whole, | think focusing on transit would be
cheaper than our current highway-dominated system since it cost $1.59 billion to add two lanes to 15
miles of I-15 in Salt Lake County and | believe that the entire commuter rail system from Brigham City to
Payson (100+ miles) is projected to cost less than that.

The argument is usually made in traffic engineering circles that we need to keep making more roads and
widening existing roads because “traffic has grown XX percent over YY years, is projected to continue,
and congestion will ensue if we don’t expand the roads”. | have two comments about this mentality.

First, it only addresses one approach to solving the problem (providing more capacity) and ignores the
other approach (reducing demand). Encouraging communities to change zoning laws to allow people to
have daily needs like a grocery store within walking distance would decrease traffic demand and would
use much less taxpayer money than spending millions to add another lane. In my opinion, we should be
approaching the problem by doing everything we can to avoid building new roads and widening existing
ones. To this end, | would encourage MAG to elevate transit projects — particularly commuter rail and the
Provo/Orem Bus Rapid Transit line — above roadway projects. This would also benefit air quality, which is
dismal outside right now as | type this letter.
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| also want to say a word about the community and environmental impacts that some of the proposed
projects would have. | wish to speak of only one project in particular because it's very close to where |
live and it is probably representative of impacts that other projects would have elsewhere. The project |
am alluding to is the expansion of University Avenue throughout Provo to six lanes. If this project ever
goes through, it will be despite every attempt that | and others who love Provo have made to stop it. It
really comes down to a simple choice: do we want the heart of Provo to look like the ugly, chain-stored,
strip-malled, car-dominated, fast-food joint atmosphere found in the East Bay area (where the road is
already six lanes) or do we want it to retain the charm and beauty of the downtown neighborhood,
constructed in an era when buildings were built to the scale of people rather than the scale of the car?
Adding another lane to University would bring traffic closer to pedestrians on the sidewalks and closer to
the front doors of the shops. It would potentially add another lane of traffic for pedestrians to cross at
intersections. Noise would increase. In general, living or working in the buildings along University
Avenue would not be as appealing with a wider road. Further north by BYU and Provo High School,
thousands of students that walk to school on a daily basis would have to cross more traffic lanes. The
time has come to stop continually letting our communities be dominated by the needs of the car. We
need to determine what we want our communities to be like, then figure out how to make the
transportation system work around that, rather than the other way around. Transit is much friendlier to
urban form that big roads, as is evidenced by looking at TRAX in downtown Salt Lake City. Main Street
there is a much more welcoming atmosphere for pedestrians with TRAX and two lanes of slow vehicular
traffic than it would be if the street was full of speeding cars spread out over six lanes.

As far as the environmental aspects of this discussion go, focusing on transit (as well as bicycling and
walking) would pay big dividends. Transit tends to concentrate land uses, thereby reducing the amount of
valuable land that we will consume in the future. A good transit system would improve air quality. The
LRTP as it stands would continue our overdependence on oil, leaving residents vulnerable to future price
shocks, and would also give our politicians more ammunition when advocating things like the opening of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and other valuable federal lands to oil drilling. Roughly half of our
carbon dioxide emissions come from transportation uses. It seems that every day there is increased
evidence of global warming as a result of these emissions. The day may come sooner than we think that
we are faced with the necessity of reducing these emissions; in fact, many people including myself
believe that this day has already come. | encourage you to change the LRTP to prioritize investments
that will help reduce vehicle-miles traveled and the emissions that come with them. | do not want our
transportation system to contribute to environmental problems and believe that a transit-first LRTP would
help.

In summary, rather than focusing on more roadway capacity, we need to apply some good old-fashioned
Pioneer advice to our transportation planning: “Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do without”. The
solution to obesity is not to buy a bigger belt. It's to lose weight. Let’s help our roads shed a few pounds.

Thank you,

Travis Jensen

MOUNTAINLAND'S REPLY
Travis,

Thank you for your recent comments on the need for an expanded transit investment and placing a
greater emphasis on transit in the Long Range Plan. Your comments will be included and documented in
the public comment portion of the final approved plan.

Please call me if | can be of any assistance in the future.
Sincerely,
Chad Eccles, AICP
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COMMENT THIRTEEN (WEB SITE)
Comments: | would love to see more money go to the bettering of public transportation and bike and
walking paths.

No name or return address was given.

COMMENT FOURTEEN (TELEPHONE CALL)

Rick Melville

Lives on Sandhill Road. He is in favor of Collector Distributor. He is on South West Orem Transportation
Alliance board. Doesn't want Independence Ave to connect to Sandhill Road without Collector
Distributor.

Also wants noise walls with 1-15 Reconstruction. He is concerned that UDOT is cutting down trees along
freeway before wall is installed. Trees act as only sound barrier currently.

Also he is concerned that billboards in area have flashing lights.

Shawn Eliot, AICP
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Public Comment Period was held from January 9, 2005 through February 8, 2005. An Open House
for the Utah Valley 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan and Conformity Determination was held on
Thursday, January 13, 2005.

OPEN HOUSE ANNOUNCEMENT & INVITATION - JANUARY 13, 2005

—

Wednesday, October 13, 2004

Orem Senior Friendship Center
93 North 400 East, Orem

4:30 - 7:.00 p.m.

Join Mount ainl and Association of Governments,
Vall ey communities, Utah Department of
Transportation, and Utah Transit Authority
pl anners and engineers to discuss the future vision

for Utah Valley.
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